In the Claims; 



Please amend the claims to read as follows: 

1 . (Previously presented) A catheter hub comprising: 

a lower portion having a lower distal end and a lower proximal end, 
wherein the lower distal end includes a lower distal channel extending from the lower 
distal end toward the lower proximal end and wherein the lower proximal end 
includes first and second lower proximal channels extending from the lower proximal 
end toward the lower distal end, wherein the first and second lower proximal channels 
fluidly communicate with the lower distal channel; 

an upper portion having an upper distal end and an upper proximal 
end, wherein the upper distal end includes an upper distal channel extending from the 
lower distal end toward the lower proximal end and wherein the upper proximal end 
includes first and second upper proximal channels extending from the upper proximal 
end toward the upper distal end, wherein the first and second upper proximal channels 
fluidly communicate with the upper distal channel; 

a hinge connecting the lower portion and the upper portion; and 

a locking section for releasably securing the lower portion and the 
upper portion to each other, remote from the hinge, 

wherein, when the lower portion is releasably secured to the upper 
portion, the lower distal channel and the upper distal charmel form a distal 
passageway, the first lower proximal channel and the first upper proximal channel 
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form a first proximal passageway and the second lower proximal channel and the 
second upper proximal channel form a second proximal passageway. 

2. (Previously presented) The catheter hub according to claim 1 , wherein the hinge is 
disposed at a proximal end of the hub and between the first and second lower 
proximal channels, and the locking section is disposed at the distal end of the hub. 

3. (Previously presented) The catheter hub according to claim 1, wherein at least one of 
the lower and upper portions comprises a securing section for releasably securing the 
hub to a body. 

4. (Original) The catheter hub according to claim 1, wherein the lower portion and the 
upper portion are releasably secured to each other by an interlocking engagement 
between the lower portion and the upper portion. 

5. (Original) The catheter hub according to claim 1, wherein the lower portion 
comprises at least one of a locating pin and a like number of recesses, wherein the 
upper portion comprises the other of the at least one locating pin and the like number 
of recesses, and wherein, when the lower portion is releasably secured to the upper 
portion, each of the at least one pin is disposed within a respective one of each of the 
like number of recesses. 

6. (Original) The catheter hub according to claim 1, wherein the hinge is a living hinge. 

7. (Original) The catheter hub according to claim 1, wherein the catheter hub is 
constructed from polypropylene. 

8. (Original) The catheter hub according to claim 1, wherein the distal passageway 
fluidly communicates with each of the first and second proximal passageways. 
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9. (Original) The catheter hub according to claim 1 , fiirther comprising at least one 
suture wing extending from at least one of the lower portion and the upper portion. 

10. (Original) The catheter hub according to claim 1, wherein a first catheter lumen is 
disposable in the first proximal passageway and the distal passageway, and wherein a 
second catheter lumen is disposable in the second proximal passageway and the distal 
passageway. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) A catheter hub comprising: 

a lower portion having a lower proximal end, a lower distal end, and a 
lower channel extending between the lower proximal end and the lower distal end and 
having openings at distal and proximal ends thereof : 

an upper portion having an upper proximal end, an upper distal end, 
and an upper channel extending between the upper proximal end and the upper distal 
end and having openings at distal and proximal ends thereof : 

a hinge connecting the lower portion and the upper portion; and 

a locking section for releasably securing the lower portion and the 
upper portion to each other, remote from the hinge, 

wherein, when the lower portion is releasably secured to the upper 
portion, the lower channel and the upper channel form a passageway and having 
openings at distal and proximal ends thereof . 

12. (Original) The catheter hub according to claim 1 1, wherein, proximate to the lower 
proximal end, the lower channel comprises a plurality of lower channels. 

13. (Original) The catheter hub according to claim 12, wherein, proximate to the upper 
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proximal end, the upper channel comprises a like plurality of upper channels. 

14. (Original) The catheter hub according to claim 13, wherein, when the lower portion 
is releasably secured to the upper portion, the plurality of lower channels and the like 
plurality of upper channels form a like plurality of passageways. 

15. (Original) The catheter hub according to claim 14, wherein a like plurality of catheter 
lumens are each disposable within one of the like plurality of passageways. 

16. (Previously presented) The catheter hub according to claim 1 1, wherein at least one 
of the lower and upper portions comprises a securing section for releasably securing 
the hub to a body. 

17. (Original) The catheter hub according to claim 1 1, wherein the lower portion and the 
upper portion are releasably secured to each other by an interlocking engagement 
between the lower portion and the upper portion. 

1 8. (Original) The catheter hub according to claim 1 1 , wherein the lower portion 
comprises at least one of a locating pin and a like number of recesses, wherein the 
upper portion comprises the other of the at least one locating pin and the like number 
of recesses, and wherein, when the lower portion is releasably secured to the upper 
portion, each of the at least one pin is disposed within a respective one of each of the 
like number of recesses. 

19. (Original) The catheter hub according to claim 11, wherein the hinge is a living 
hinge. 

20. (Original) The catheter hub according to claim 11, wherein the catheter hub is 
constructed from polypropylene. 
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2 1 . (Original) The catheter hub according to claim 1 1 , further comprising at least one 
suture wing extending from at least one of the lower portion and the upper portion. 

22. (Currently amended and Withdrawn) A catheter hub comprising: 

a lower portion having a lower distal end and a lower proximal end, 
wherein the lower distal end includes a lower distal channel extending from the lower 
distal end toward the lower proximal end and wherein the lower proximal end 
includes first and second lower proximal channels extending from the lower proximal 
end toward the lower distal end, wherein the first and second lower proximal channels 
fluidly communicate with the lower distal channel; 

an upper portion having an upper distal end and an upper proximal end; 

a hinge connecting the lower portion and the upper portion; and 

a locking section for releasably securing the lower portion and the upper 
portion to each other, distal remote from the hinge, 

wherein, when the lower portion is releasably secured to the upper portion, 
the lower distal channel and the upper portion form a distal passageway, the first lower 
proximal channel and the upper portion form a first proximal passageway and the 
second lower proximal channel and the upper portion form a second proximal 
passageway. 

23. (Withdrawn) The catheter hub according to claim 22, wherein the hinge is disposed 
between the first and second lower proximal channels. 

24. (Withdrawn) The catheter hub according to claim 22, wherein at least one of the 
lower and upper portions comprises a securing section for releasably securing the hub 
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to a body. 

25. (Withdrawn) The catheter hub according to claim 22, wherein the lower portion and 
the upper portion are releasably secured to each other by an interlocking engagement 
between the lower portion and the upper portion. 

26. (Withdrawn) The catheter hub according to claim 22, wherein the lower portion 
comprises at least one of a locating pin and a like number of recesses, wherein the 
upper portion comprises the other of the at least one locating pin and the like number 
of recesses, and wherein, when the lower portion is releasably secured to the upper 
portion, each of the at least one pin is disposed within a respective one of each of the 
like number of recesses. 

27. (Withdrawn) The catheter hub according to claim 22, wherein the hinge is a living 
hinge. 

28. (Withdrawn) The catheter hub according to claim 22, wherein the catheter hub is 
constructed from polypropylene. 

29. (Withdrawn) The catheter hub according to claim 22, wherein the distal passageway 
fluidly communicates with each of the first and second proximal passageways. 

30. (Withdrawn) The catheter hub according to claim 22, further comprising at least one 
suture wing extending from at least one of the lower portion and the upper portion. 

3 1 . (Withdrawn) The catheter hub according to claim 22, wherein a first catheter lumen 
is disposable in the first proximal passageway and the distal passageway, and wherein 
a second catheter lumen is disposable in the second proximal passageway and the 
distal passageway. 
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32. (Withdrawn) The catheter hub according to claim 1 , wherein the hinge connecting the 

lower portion and the upper portion is disposed along one side of the catheter hub. 

33. (Withdrawn) The catheter hub according to claim 32, wherein the hinge comprises 

two hinge portions spaced longitudinally apart along the one side. 

34. (Withdrawn) The catheter hub according to claim 1 1, wherein the hinge connecting 

the lower portion and the upper portion is disposed along one side of the catheter hub. 

35. (Withdrawn) The catheter hub according to claim 34, wherein the hinge comprises 

two hinge portions spaced longitudinally apart along the one side. 

36. (Currently amended) A catheter hub comprising: 

a lower portion having a lower proximal end and a lower distal end, 
an upper portion having an upper proximal end and an upper distal end, 
at least one of the lower and upper portion having a distal channel 

extending from a distal opening at a respective distal end to and in 
fluid communication with proximal channels having respective 
proximal openings at a respective proximal end thereof, 
a hinge connecting the lower portion and the upper portion; and 
a locking section for releasably securing the lower portion and the upper 

portion to each other, remote from the hinge, 
wherein, when the lower portion is releasably secured to the upper portion, 
the lower portion and the upper portion form a distal passageway from the 
distal hub end to proximal passageways at a proximal hub end. 
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